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Clément Chartier, LL B., QC was born in 1946 at Ile à la Crosse, Saskatchewan and was 
raised in the nearby Métis community of Buffalo Narrows. He was called to the Bar and 
officially became a lawyer in 1980.  Chartier served as President of the World Council of 
Indigenous Peoples between 1984-87 and vice-president between 1993-97. 
 

 
 
Chartier has served as president of Canada's Métis National Council (MNC) since 24 
October 2003. He was re-elected as MNC President on May 10, 2014. Previously, he was 
president of the Métis Nation—Saskatchewan (MN—S) (1998-2003).  He graduated with 
his B.A. in 1967: from Athol Murray College of Notre Dame, Wilcox, Saskatchewan; 
and completed his LL.B. in 1978 at the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon 
Saskatchewan.  
 
In the late 1960s, after leaving a position with the provincial Department of Social 
Services, Chartier became a political activist after realizing that government was not 
serious about addressing the adverse social conditions faced by the Métis.  
 
During his political career, Chartier has held a number of executive positions in Métis 
and Indigenous political bodies, including: Native Youth Association of Canada 
(executive director in the 1970s);  
 

 1973: Executive Director of the Native Youth Association of Canada. 
 

 1982-1985: Association of Métis and Non-Status Indians of Saskatchewan 
(AMNSIS) (vice-president)  

 
 MNC (chairperson, 1983 and 1985; ambassador, 1993–96; president, 2003-); 

 
 World Council of Indigenous Peoples WCIP (president, 1984–87; vice-president, 

1993–97);  
 
In September 1984, at Panama City, Panama, Chartier was elected WCIP President, 
which was invited shortly thereafter to be an Observer at the peace talks between the 
government of Nicaragua and the Indian resistance movement (MISURASATA) in 
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Nicaragua under the leadership of Brooklyn Rivera. The WCIP remained an Observer at 
the subsequent three peace talk sessions in 1985. He served as President until July 1987. 
 
The engagement of WCIP executive members in the resolution of the armed conflict 
between the revolutionary Sandinista government in Nicaragua and the Miskito, Sumu 
and Rama Indians of the Atlantic Coast caused considerable controversy. For some, the 
World Council revealed itself to be a communist ally, while for others it was a CIA pawn. 
The latter accusations gained momentum after WCIP-President Clem Chartier entered the 
Central American country illegally to accompany rebel leader Brooklyn Rivera on a so-
called fact-finding mission and offered an international press conference later in Costa 
Rica. Despite this embarrassment of the Nicaraguan government, acknowledgement of 
the WCIP’s efforts to find a peaceful solution, which led among other things to the Cease 
Fire Accord signed in Bogota (1984), came when the Sandinista government permitted 
the WCIP to organize an international seminar in 1988 on Treaty Rights and Autonomy 
in Managua, where the organization could claim some the responsibility for the region’s 
recently-declared autonomous status (WCIP 1988, 15-19). 
 
The decision to accompany Rivera was not agreed with by the other Executive Council 
members. Fearing for the independence of the WCIP to mediate the conflict, Chartier was 
finally removed from his office as president by his colleagues in the Council and 
substituted by Donald Rojas. 
 

 In December 1993 Chartier was elected as one of the two Vice-Presidents of the 
WCIP and served in until the winding down of the WCIP in 1996. 

 
 1993-1996 he served the Métis Nation as International Ambassador. 

 
 1998 he was elected as President of the MN—S.  He served as president from 

1998 to2003, when he was elected President of MNC.  Chartier had worked with 
other Métis activists to dissolve the AMNSIS in 1988 and create a Métis-only 
political body, the reformulated Métis Society of Saskatchewan. 

 
 2003, he was elected as MNC President  
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Chartier discusses what self-government for the Métis Nation would mean and he 
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government’s obstructionist tactics and its denial of an obviously inherent right. 
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